Friends of Aranda Bushland
Convenors’ Annual Report., 2024

Following the considerable achievements of 2023, notably the opening of
the Tan Loiterton South Aranda Woodland Walk, the past year has seen a
return to the more familiar activities of weeding and track maintenance,
but with some significant highlights:

2024 ACT Landcare Awards

Jenny Andrews was recognised at the 2024 ACT Landcare Awards, with a
highly commended award in the Women in Landcare category. This was a
wonderful recognition for Jenny’s many years of commitment to the
Landcare ethos and provided a lovely opportunity for a celebration with FOAB Committee members,
who joined Jenny and her partner, Keith, at the awards night.

Weed control - $10k grant for weed contractors

Toward the end of 2024, ACT Parks and Conservation (P&C) was granted $10k for weed control
activities in the south-west section of the Aranda bushland. The grant was used to engage contractors
to undertake spot spraying over the 2024/25 summer/autumn period. This complemented FOAB’s
weeding activities, which have focused mainly on controlling the spread of saffron thistle, which
remains largely contained to an area in the most southern part of the reserve near William Hovell
Drive. Patches of serrated tussock were also removed from two areas in the bushland and mapped on
the P&C weed map.

Maintenance of the rollovers (erosion control) on the
north Aranda bushland tracks

Although not as wet as 2023, intense rainfall events continued to further erode the main fire trail and
several walking tracks. FOAB’s repair of the rollovers served to preserve many of the walking tracks
which remain mostly in good condition.

Aranda Landscape Improvement Plan

A Landscape Improvement Plan for the Aranda Nature Reserve was finalised in 2024. The Plan
provided a timely opportunity to document and record the knowledge and history of activities held by
the collective heads of many long-serving FOAB Committee members. The Plan will be used to help
guide future landscape improvements in the Aranda Nature Reserve.

Brochure boxes

Members of the Belconnen Men’s shed manufactured two watertight steel boxes to hold the brochures
for the two Aranda bushland walking trails. The boxes will be installed at the beginning of the two
trails near the Caswell Drive stile in 2025.

Joint work party with FOMP

In what is has become an enjoyable and productive tradition, another joint FOAB - FOMP (Friends of
Mt Painter) work party was held during the year, with both “friends” weeding the new track on the
south-eastern slope of Mt Painter and enjoying a combined morning tea.



No guided walks this year

Both the annual orchid walk and the tree walk were abandoned in 2024. Low autumn rainfall
contributed to very low orchid numbers, with no sightings of either the spider orchid or bearded
orchid in their known locations in the northern part of the reserve. The tree walk in November was
postponed due to the heat and will be re-scheduled in 2025.

Governance

In October, Steph Booker resigned from her position as FOAB Co-convenor, to enable her to take on
the role of President of the Conservation Council ACT Region. Steph remained a committed FOAB
Committee member, leading the review of the FOAB Constitution and drafting of proposed
amendments.

Gratitude

We thank our fellow Committee members - Jenny Andrews (Secretary), Peter Mellor (Treasurer),
Keith Pantlin (IT and website maintenance), lan Falconer, Diana Brown and Kevin McCue, for their
contributions to all our activities.

On behalf of the Committee, we sincerely thank our ACT Parks rangers for their great support
throughout the year — notably Marty Bajt, and more recently Patrick Harvey and Leah Colebrook.

Lastly, a sincere thankyou to Pam and Colin Macdonald for so generously providing their home for
our monthly committee meetings. Their hospitality is greatly appreciated.

Sheridan Maher & Steph Booker
Co-Convenors 2024



